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Our Vision: We will dream, dare, and grow into our call to share the love of Jesus Christ with our Community.

Dreaming, Growing, and Daring:

A Pathway of Discipleship for the Christian Journey

Theological Foundations and Rationale:

Our mission together at FUMC-NKC is to “[Make] Disciples of Jesus Christ for the Transformation of the World.”  We envision that this mission is uniquely and powerfully manifest when we Dream, Dare, and Grow into our call to share the love of Jesus Christ with our community.  Jesus invited his disciples to dream about how their lives—and the world—could be transformed when they dared to put their faith into practice.  Christian tradition, in general, and our Wesleyan tradition to be specific, teaches us that discipleship is a lifelong process by which we grow ever closer to more perfectly loving God and our neighbor just as we love ourselves.  To this end the Pathway of Discipleship at FUMC-NKC has been developed with integrity to the above mentioned practical and theological foundations.

The Metaphor of the “Sprouting Seed”:

On numerous occasions (c.f. Mark 4, Matthew 13), Jesus used a growing seed to explain the pathway of discipleship.  The seeds that were planted in these parables grew and multiplied only when the proper environment was provided.  The Pathway of Discipleship at FUMC-NKC aims to provide an environment conducive for the seeds of faith to thrive—while aligning with our vision to “dream, dare, and grow into our call to share the love of Jesus Christ with our community.” By dreaming, growing, and daring, seeds of faith are planted, nurtured, and eventually bear fruit themselves.    

Practical Understandings:

The Pathway of Discipleship for the Christian Journey is inclusive to all adults within the FUMC-NKC community regardless of the length of their discipleship journey.  Similarly, the process is not necessarily designed to progress linearly.  A member attracted to a hands-on service project might only later wish to join a “new-member” class or dream about her role as a member; another might become engaged in a small-group before he gets acquainted with the Pastor.  The Pathway of Discipleship is designed to engage people of all experiences at the level that seems most appropriate to them. A similar process for children and youth is forthcoming.

A Pathway of Discipleship for the Christian Journey

The Dream Phase
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Description: The Dream Phase is the initial stage of Christian discipleship in which the “seeds” of faith are planted.  As mutual acquaintances are made, and expectations are understood, we begin to dream about what a life of discipleship might look like for us. 

Praxis: 

1. Informal question-and-answer “coffees” with the Pastor and appropriate staff leaders that establish rapport and serve to get to know the new disciple better.  These events will be held quarterly, or at the pastor’s discretion.  

2.  Short-term classes led by the Pastor or designated staff that introduce the basics of the Christian faith within the Wesleyan Tradition.  These events will be held quarterly, or at the pastor’s discretion, and serve to allow the new disciple to know the congregation better.

3.  Confirmation classes held for youth during the spring, led by the pastor or designated staff member. 

Objective: Profession of Faith, and/or Membership into the FUMC congregation, and further engagement in the life of discipleship.   By participating in experiences in which basics of the Christian faith are introduced and refreshed, we are better equipped to dream about how we can be a disciple of Jesus Christ though our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness.    
The Grow Phase
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Description: The Grow Phase is a life-long experience of learning in which we grow into practicing our faith.  Spiritual roots are deepened through the practice of spiritual disciplines and learning opportunities that are grounded in Scripture, Reason, Tradition, and Experience.

Praxis:

1. Prayer, Worship, and Practice of Spiritual Disciplines.  The Pastor and Staff will provide educational opportunities so that disciples can become familiar and comfortable with the wide spectrum of spiritual practices.  As we learn new ways of living out our faith, and learn more about the ones we know, we experience the presence of God, and receive direction for our lives. 

2.  Small-Group membership, such as Sunday School and/or other regular groups, with the primary purpose of educating and holding members accountable to the practice of their faith.

3. Participating in other short-term educational opportunities as provided by the Pastor and staff leaders.

Objective: Maturity of faith that dares to make discipleship a way of life.   

The Dare Phase
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Description: The Dare phase is the certain result of spiritual maturity in which discipleship has become a way of life.  Whereas the “grow” phase was about being changed within, the “dare” phase is where we put our faith into practice so that the world will be changed in the name of Jesus Christ.

Praxis:

1. Participation in hands-on service activities.  While donating money and other resources are important, hands-on service activities engage people on a personal level, establish relationships, and create an environment where faith can be shared.

2. Tithing.  Fruit-bearing disciples live beyond the worldly mindset of “mine vs. yours,” believing that we are stewards of time, talents, and resources that are from God and for God.

Objective: When we dare to put our faith into action, the fruits of our labor result in new disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
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